HOMELESS YOUTH

The Issue

Students who are homeless often lack access to resources to meet their basic needs, including food
and clean clothing. This sometimes leads homeless youth to commit crimes of necessity (i.e. “survival
crimes”) and become involved in the juvenile justice system. Furthermore, they are often victimized in
the community during after school hours, jeopardizing their safety and causing trauma.

Scope of the Problem

v 1,793 public school students in Solano County
from Pre-K through the 12th grade were recorded
as being homeless at some point during the 2016
school year.

v The Solano County Point-In-Time homeless count
in 2017 found 111 children under the age of 18 to
be homeless, as well as an additional 209 young
adults ages 18 to 24.2

v Research has demonstrated that due to their
housing instability, homeless youth are more than
two times as likely as their peers to be chronically
absent from school, jeopardizing their academic
performance and progress and making them more
likely to drop out of school.?

v Youth who are homeless will often avoid being
identified as homeless for a variety of reasons,
including fear of abuse,** and are more likely to
be victimized in the hours after school.®

Recommendation

Ensure that school campuses are “safe spaces”
where homeless youth are treated with dignity and
respect and provided with comprehensive support
services.
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Steps for Consideration

1. Provide campus-based support for homeless
youth in meeting basic needs (i.e. food, clothing
washers/dryers, hygiene supplies, haircuts, etc.)
after school hours, without requiring youth to
identify that they are homeless in order to receive
help.

2. Form a task force including youth, school staff,
parents and community leaders to develop
strategies for keeping campuses open later so
that homeless students have a safe place to
receive services after school hours.

“When | was in school and homeless, | felt
disrespected and unsafe. | was bullied because my
shoes and clothes were worn through, my family
couldn’t afford to keep up my haircuts. If we had
support at school and could have gotten regular
things like clothes, shoes, and haircuts at school,
there would have been less bullying and less stress
overall. | would have done better in school and it
would have improved my mental health in the long
run.”

—Nathen, SYV Council Member (age 17)
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